350                  THE HUMOURS
I was awakened in the night by the weird sound of jungle music I knew that the tribes were at worship. Next morning I asked the local Chief where the shrine was at which they had been worshipping After some hesitation he told me that there was no shrine, but that his people had been offering a goat to my engine. He apologised for having disturbed me, and hoped that I would not mind this liberty having been taken with the engine by these simple people. I found the engine sprinkled with blood, and beside it the signs of the sacrificial feast which had been held These supeistitious people had wished to conciliate the unknown Power, and I was thankful that their ignorance prompted that desne, and not the smashing of the engine to pieces and vengeance on all connected with it, as it might have done.
To return to lighter subjects, I remember an old Feudatoiy Chief who was ver}7 punctilious about all foims of ceremonial. When as Commissioner I entered his State, he always met me on the bolder During the marches to his capital he asked me to sit with him m the howdah of his elephant and discuss the business of his State as we went along. I frequently accepted his invitation for a part at least of the march. He always placed me as a distinguished guest on his right hand At the same time he was strongly of the opinion that neither he nor I should descend first from the elephant, for whoever should first reach the ground and stand awaiting the other was in his view to be regarded as distinctly occupying the position of the inferior.
He recognised the feudal superiority of the British Government, but he regarded the Commissioner rather as his guest and friend than as his superior. Accordingly he had always two ladders placed on the near side of the elephant. With some difficulty he scrambled to the farther away ladder leaving the nearer ladder to me We descended our ladders pan passu ; and we paused for a moment on the last rung of the ladder, balancing ourselves each on the one foot, with the other ready to place on the ground. We stepped to the ground simul-